Competition Rules

 “Europa in Fabula”
 2018
The European School Brussels 1 and the publishing house Edizioni Della Vigna (Italia), in collaboration with Associazione World SF Italia, announce a story-writing and story-illustration competition, limited to students in classes S3-S7 of the school in the academic year 2017-2018. 

The rules, which are binding on all participants, are as follows:
1) The competition is open only to students enrolled for the academic year 2017-2018 in Years S3-S7 of the European School Brussels I;
2) The competition has two sections: one for story-writing and the other for illustrations;
3) The competition task is to write a short story or create an illustration in the genre of science fiction (including futuristic socio-political fiction), fantasy or horror. The story/illustration must be set in Brussels and/or the European School and/or a European Institution;
4) Each student-participant is allowed to enter only one work for each section of the competition (for example, one story, or one illustration, or one story and an illustration, but not two stories);
5) The stories must be written in one of the following languages: French, English, Italian, Spanish or German;
6) The stories must be between 300-1000 words long and may be written in French, English, Italian, Spanish or German. The school panel of judges will accept a margin of 10% above or below the word-count. Entries not meeting this requirement will be disqualified; 
7) Stories must be submitted in DOC or RTF format, size A4, in Times New Roman font and line-spacing 1.5. By 30th November a template will be available to participants, downloadable from the European School website at an address to be communicated in the near future;
8) The deadline for entries to the school panel of judges is 15th January 2018. A printed copy must be handed in to the participant’s L1 teacher, and an electronic copy sent to the same teacher’s e-mail address.

9) Illustrations may make use of any technique, on condition that this technique allows for transformation into an electronic format for printing in the final stages of the competition (see point 11);
10) Illustrations must be 155mm (horizontal) x 220mm (vertical). Larger illustrations with the same proportions are acceptable as long as they allow easy transformation into electronic format by means of a scanner. The last 10mm on the right-hand side and at the top and bottom of the illustration should not contain important details because they will be cut in any eventual printing. The illustration should also provide a space into which the title of the volume can be inserted;
11) The deadline for entries to the school panel of judges is 15th January 2018. A hard copy must be handed in to the participant’s L1 teacher, or, if the work has been created in an electronic format, the file must be sent to the same teacher’s e-mail address;
12) The two school panels of judges (one for the short-story section and one for the illustration section) will judge the entries and select ten finalists for the short-story section (two for each year group S3-S7) and ten finalists for the illustration section. The respective presidents of these two panels will, by 31st January 2018, send the short-listed entries in electronic format (short-story files in the format specified above, and illustration files in JPEG 300 DPI with minimal compression) to Mr. Bruno Vitiello at the email address VITIELBR@teacher.eursc.eu ;
13) All those shortlisted in both sections of the competition must, before being admitted to the final stage of the competition, make a written declaration agreeing to freely cede non-exclusive publication rights  (see points 14, 19 and 21), nevertheless retaining all other rights. A form will be made available for the registration of personal details and acceptance of the competition rules;
14) All twelve shortlisted stories will be translated into the five languages of the competition by the European School teachers selected for the panel of judges, and will be published in an anthology both in a print and an electronic edition by Edizioni Della Vigna. The front cover of this edition will be the winning illustration of the illustration section. All those of the short list will receive a free copy of the volume at the prize-giving ceremony. Edizioni Della Vigna reserve the right to modify the stories according to their editorial criteria and to eliminate typographical errors; 

15) By 15th March 2018, the presidents of the panels of judges for both sections of the competition will send the shortlisted illustrations and translations of the stories in the five languages to Edizioni Della Vigna;
16) The shortlisted stories and illustrations will be judged by two panels of experts in the genre, selected by Edizioni Della Vigna and Associazione World SF Italia: one for the stories and one for the illustrations. The names of the judges on the panels of experts will be communicated on the website of the European School Brussels I before the final stage of the competition;
17) By 30th April 2018, the panels of experts will select the winners: three for the narrative section and one for the illustration section. The four winners will receive a plaque, and the sixteen runners-up will receive a certificate of participation. Writers and illustrators who come first, second and third in each section will receive free books from Edizioni Della Vigna (first prize three books, second prize two books and third prize one book);
18)  The illustration of the winner of the illustration section will be published on the cover of the competition anthology (see article 14) and will be printed as a poster by Edizioni Della Vigna. The artist of the winning illustration will receive ten copies of this poster;  
19) Writers and illustrators who come first, second and third in each section will receive feedback from the panels of experts;
20) The three winning stories will be considered for publication in anthologies published by Edizioni Della Vigna or other publishing houses associated with World SF Italia. The decision of the editors will be final;
21) The winners will be announced in the first half of June 2018. The prize-giving ceremony will be in Brussels: the exact date will be communicated to the winners, who will be expected to attend in person or be represented by a chosen delegate. The names of the winners will be published on the websites of the European School Brussels I, Edizioni Della Vigna and World SF Italia;
22) Any questions concerning the rules of the competition should be addressed to Bruno Vitiello at VITIELBR@teacher.eursc.eu .
Brussels, 9th December 2017
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